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Use Case: Fachtexte-Datenbank / DB for German philology

- Collection of digital sources for the early 
history of the German professional and 
scientific languages (12th – 17th century)

- List of historic publications and their 
digital representation in the web (via Link)

- Some Metadata (author, keyword, content 
provider, year, geodata)

- Some browsing functionality via search, year, 
keyword, map 



http://www.fachtexte.germanistik.uni-wuerzburg.de/index.php

http://www.fachtexte.germanistik.uni-wuerzburg.de/index.php


current status

contribute Pearl-Script
(manually)

FTP-upload
(manually)

- Different users contribute to the database
- the data is parsed into HTML/PHP (monthly or even rarely) by hand
- generated files must be uploaded to web server manually

 All in one solution: SMW



goal

SMW as:
• data base layer
• data view layer
• version control
• user management

contribute



Important steps

• data analysis:
• what data do we have?
• will we keep all data?
• will we add data?

• during import or later in the wiki?
• user analysis:

• who will / is allowed to contribute?
• open wiki? 



data analysis

• Mapping all access
tables to SMW-Page 
types (Templates)

• Mapping all access fields
to SMW-Properties



data analysis



preparations

• install SMW
• must have extensions:

• DataTransfer: https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Data_Transfer

• SemanticForms: https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Semantic_Forms

• export access-db into csv
• one csv per template (page typ)
• optional add some data / wikitext

• create templates / forms properties in SMW
• import csv into SMW

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Data_Transfer
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Semantic_Forms


csv example







traps versus benefits

• find “nice” unique wiki-titles instead of database ids
• review data model a bunch of time
• styling / skinning SMW not an easy task
• MW full text search still very poor

• easy to contribute data
• publish your data quickly
• lot’s of out-of-box solutions to display data (maps, graphs, calendar, tables…)
• #ask-functionality great tool to browse data (but hardly usable for normal users)



about me

- https://wueaddress.uni-
wuerzburg.de/person/79876

- martin.gruner@uni-wuerzburg.de
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